
A village of cubes in the middle of the desert 

The scenery feels more like the set of a science fiction film: desert as far as eyes can see. white 
wind-powered generators spinning beyond the hills... 
Not far from Spain 's Basque region is located Bardenas Reales Natural Park. in Europe' s largest 
desert. and in the park sits the hotel Aire de Bardenas. 
The owners are suburban-bred Natalia Perez. Carlos Buenos. Carlos' sister and her husband. One 
might be puzzled abou t their choice of locat ions. but according to the Buenos family. this was the 
perfect spot. 
For Carlos and his wife. running a hotel was their dream job. and this was their perfect spot: a 
place that they knew, but one that has not changed since the Middle Ages. 
The decision was easy. but action .....as more d ifficult . Since the park is a UNES CO wildl ife 
preserve , it took them five years to get a build inq permi t. Then they faced all the problems one 
could imagine. electricity and water being the most obvious. Yet they themselves put the utmo st 
priority on not disturbing the natural environment. at considerable perso nal expense. 
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